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EDITORIAL 


Rotating the Session 
Downgrading the Eldership 


One of the writer’s best friends, in speaking 
of the rotary eldership, remarked: “Oh do not 
take that away from me, it has been my pride 
and joy”. 


However, the real question is whether the 
plan of rotating elders out of active office has 
not down-graded the eldership itself and great- 
ly lowered the standing of the office in the local 
church. 


The minister, or teaching elder, assumes his 
office under a call from God and is ordained 
into the ministry on a life-time basis. Unless 
untrue to his ordination vows he continues to 
hold that status throughout his entire life. 


The ruling elder, elected by the congrega- 
tion of which he is a member, and which he 
serves, is, we Presbyterians believe, ordained into 
an office vested by scriptural authority and he 
too is ordained for life. 


It has been the experience of Presbyterianism 
that the sessions of individual churches have 
been strong when composed of men possessing 
true spirituality and matured through Christian 
living and the exercise of their duties as elders. 
Such maturity grows with the years and proves 
of immeasurable strength to the pastor and to 


the witness and influence of the church as a 
whole. 


But with the plan of rotating elderships 
things have changed. No longer does the elder 
consider himself obligated for life to the service 
of his church in a peculiar capacity. No longer 
does the congregation look on the elder as a 
man set apart in the service of God to which 
he is dedicated as fully in his particular field 
as the minister is in his. 


True, some churches have found individual 
elders who have failed to rise to their high 
calling. Some have obstructed progress. Some 
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have proven to be a bane rather than a blessing. 
But there are ways whereby such situations can 
be met, at least in part. Why degrade the 
entire concept of the eldership to meet isolated 
problems which may continue anyway? 


Some years ago a President of the United 
States tried to pack the Supreme Court to fur- 
ther his own philosophies. In this he was 
thwarted by patriots who rightly resisted such 
attempts to control one branch of government 
for a designated purpose. We are all familiar 
with the story of the farmer who burned down 
his barn to get rid of the rats. The down- 
grading of the office of elder to correct the 
problems caused by a few is hardly the wisest 
course. 

Probably the most serious effect of the rotat- 
ing eldership is on the elder himself. There 
may be a minority who are glad to escape re- 
sponsibility and who therefore welcome this 
method of making a graceful exit from the scene. 
But, when rightly understood, the eldership is 
a high office, one of great spiritual responsibil- 
ity and, in the best sense of the word a position 
of honor. However, when one assumes this of- 
fice with the realization that it may be only 
a temporary one, so far as active service is con- 
cerned, it does not seem nearly so important to 
the one assuming office, nor does it elicit the 
all-out dedication that it should. 

We have talked to ministers who have found 
that the rotating plan has not solved their 
problems. We have talked to elders who, work- 
ing under the plan have lost interest in their 
office and have developed a sense of frustra- 
tion. We have also seen churches where this 
down-grading of the eldership has resulted in 
congregational problems which might never 
have developed had there continued in office 
a Session composed of dedicated, experienced 
and mature elders. 

The church has her problems but there is 
serious question whether they are not added to 
rather than lessened by the mechanical rota- 
tion of those who should govern the local con- 
gregation. —L.N.B. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











Ought One Who Does Not 
Confess Christ Be Invited 
To Speak to Our 
Young People? 


This question is raised by a copy of a bul- 
letin showing that a religious leader of a non- 
Christian faith was to address the pioneers and 
seniors at their Sunday evening meeting. 


The final section of our Bible is the NEW 
TESTAMENT OF OUR LORD AND 
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. What have His 
authorized spokesmen to say on this significant 
matter? Rather what does He, the risen living 
Lord Jesus Christ, say to us through Peter and 
Stephen, through Paul and John? 


In Acts. 22, Peter says: “For Moses truly said 
unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your 
God raise up unto you of your brethren, like 
unto me; him shall ye hear in all things what- 
soever he shall say unto you, and it shall come 
to pass, that every soul which will not hear 
that prophet shall be destroyed from among 
the people.” And Acts 4.10-12 “By the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth whom ye crucified 
whom God raised from the dead . . . neither 
is there salvation in any other.” 


In Acts 7.37, Stephen quotes the same pas- 
sage from Moses, Deut.18.15,19, which we have 
cited from Peter above. 


In 2 Cor. 3.13-16, Paul declares that the veil 
lies over the minds of all those who read the 
Old Testament until they turn to the Lord, 
that this veil is only taken away in Christ. In 
Phil. 2.10-11, he declares that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to 
the glory of God the Father and every knee 
bow to Him. Galatians as a whole is written 
to insist that the Christians turn not to any 
other Saviour or any other way of salvation 
and so fall from the grace of God which is 
in Christ Jesus. In Gal. 1.8 he warns that if 
any preach any other Gospel he is condemned. 
In 1.16 he declares that God revealed His Son 
in me that I might preach Him. In 2.15-16 
the Apostle Paul reminds the Apostle Peter 
that we who are Jews by nature know that a 
man is not saved by the works of the law but 
only by the faith of Jesus Christ. In 2.20, he 
insists that he lives by the faith of the Son of 
God, in 3.2 that the Spirit is received by the 
hearing of faith, and in 6.14-15 that he glories 
only in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


In the Gospel of John, our Lord Himself 
teaches that except a man be born of the Spirit 
he cannot see nor enter the Kingdom of God, 
and that if he believe not on the Son of God 
he is condemned and shall not see life, 3.3,5,18, 
36. Again he tells all men to honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father. “He that honor- 
eth not the Son honoreth not the Father which 
hath sent Him”, 5.23. In First John 5.1 he 
who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God; while in 2.22-23 he who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ denies the Father and the 
Son. In Second John 9-11, he who abides not 
in the doctrine of Christ has not God. “He 
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath 
both the Father and the Son.” “IF THERE 
COME ANY UNTO YOU AND BRING NOT 
THIS DOCTRINE, RECEIVE HIM NOT 
INTO YOUR HOUSE, NEITHER BID HIM 
GOD SPEED.” 


The very word Church, Kirk, is derived 
etymologically from the Greek, Kuriake or 
Kuriakon, meaning the Lord’s. Shall we not, 
then, let His Church belong to Him Who loved 
her and laid down His life for her? Shall we 
not recognize that the foundation which God 
has laid, and beside which no one can lay 
another, is Jesus Christ, I Cor. 3.11? And shall 
we not take care that the Word of Christ dwell 
richly, Col. 3.16, not only in the adults, but 
as well in the pioneers, seniors and young peo- 
ple of the Church? 


Why not invite every branch of the service 
to uphold the banner of the only-begotten Son 
of God, Jesus Christ crucified, risen, reigning 
and returning? 

W.G.R. 





Belated Conclusion 


On November 5th an article appeared on 
the front page of the Washington Post in which 
it was stated that the Western world is now 
spurred to closer ties and great efforts because 


“no agreements can be negotiated with the 
Kremlin”. 


The article goes on to say that we must 
“draw closer together in self-defense against 
international communism, especially against the 
Soviet Union.” 


Because of the lateness of this conclusion 
the whole free world now faces the herculean 
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task of arming itself against a nation, and com- 
bination of nations, now in possession of power 
adequate to destroy civilization, and America is 
more to blame than any other nation. 


At the conclusion of World War II America 
found herself in a place of world leadership, 
not only in material resources but also in fully 
developed military might. In addition, Amer- 
ica had been catapulted into the position of 
moral leadership because she became the articu- 
late spokesman for freedom. 


But we have not exercised our leadership with 
judgment commensurate with our potential 
power, nor in the light of the realities to be 
faced. That we have blindly hoped against 
hope to do business with the Kremlin on a 
basis of mutual honor and respect may go 
down in history as the error to end all errors. 


History, the clear affirmations of communism 
and the repeated actions of its leadership have 
been evident for all to see. And yet we have 
persisted in wishing that things might be dif- 
ferent and in the vain hope that such wishful 
thinking might change the situation. We have 
no one to blame but ourselves. Russian leader- 
ship has proven by affirmations and by acts 
that they have no rightful place in the counsels 
of the nations. Only an almost unbelievable 
blindness has permitted us to continue down 
the road to the place where we suddenly realize 
that our own reasonableness has permitted inter- 
national gangsterism to dominate the world 
picture. 


Why this folly? The permissive will of the 
Sovereign God may be one reason. Spared 
the horrors of war on our own shores, grown 
fat and sensuous and materialistic, it can well 
be that God’s judgment for our individual and 
national sins lies ahead. We are a “peace loving” 
people but is our desire for peace motivated by 
love and compassion or by the desire for more 
time for pleasure and more gadgets to imple- 
ment our own sinfulness? 


The basic cause of our dilemma is that we 
have tried to use God for our own ends rather 
than to repent of sin and follow His holy will 
in personal living and national policy. We have 
thought that security at home could be bought, 
in part, by “foreign aid”, but American prestige 
and international friendships are not sustained 
by dollars. We have conducted entirely too 
many of our domestic and international policies 
on the basis of immediate expediency rather 
than on those moral and spiritual principles 
which inspired our forefathers and made our 
nation great. 


The clock of history is much further ad- 
vanced than most of us think. Through obtuse- 
ness, inertia and unbelievable waste we have 
lost both initiative and our will to be heard. 
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Only the grace of God and his redeeming work 
in our hearts can change us as individuals and 
give us as a nation the clarity of insight and 
the firmness of will to meet the present dilemma 
and the future crises aright. 

—L.N.B. 





What Makes the Church Tick? 


It is greatly to be feared that sometimes we 
ministers get it into our heads that the Church 
moves primarily on the wills of men, and that 
we can move these wills by powerful tongue 
lashing. At times, also, some of the laymen 
seem to think that when a minister “gets ‘em 
told” he is doing great preaching. Years ago 
it was a great pleasure to preach to a gracious 
congregation of God’s people. Then the old 
divine was retired and a powerful young figure 
took over. After a couple years of the new 
dynamo, the same Church was supplied for 
one Sunday. No longer was it easy to preach 
to the people, indeed, one felt that it was a 
different congregation. After the service one 
of the devoted families took the visiting min- 
ister home with them. “What has happened 
to the congregation?” Slowly, the answer came. 
“Well, if you must know, we have been so 
scolded and badgered that we are all raw and 
sore and irritable. We have had the blows of 
law rather than the comfort of the Gospel.” 


When one of our esteemed alumni changed 
pastorates he took stock of his own ministry. 
“I decided,” he said, “that the easiest and the 
laziest way to preach was to get up and scold 
a congregation. I determined that in my new 
field I was not going to do any more of that; 
but that, God helping me, I was going to 
preach to my people the grace of God. And 
in this new pastorate, though it is smaller than 
my former field of service, I have had the hap- 
piest years of my ministry.” 


Turn to the great Epistle on the Church. In 
Ephesians Paul does not assume that it is the 
will of man which moves the Church, but rather 
the power of God. He prays that the congrega- 
tion might know the exceeding greatness of 
His power to us who believe, according 
to the energizing of the mastery of His strength 
which He wrought in Christ when He raised 
Him from the dead. 


He tells us that it is just this power of God 
which made us alive together with Christ when 
we were dead in our trespasses and sins. It 
is this same saving hand of the loving Father 
which will unfold the riches of His grace in 
kindness in the ages that are to come. This 
same energy is what worked in Paul turning 
him from a persecutor of the Church into the 
apostle to the Gentiles and the steward of the 
mysteries of God. When he comes to the second 
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prayer for the Church, the appeal is again for 
strengthening with might in the inner man by 
God's Spirit, while the ascription of praise 
looks to this power of God working in us to 
do more than we can ask or think and bring 
glory to God in the Church. 


In the fourth chapter, each member of the 
congregation is to be useful as he receives grace 
by the gift of Christ and uses that blessing for 
the good of the whole. Only as streams of 
mercy come from Christ for every part does the 
body grow up unto Him in all things. If the 
Christian soldier is to stand in the evil day 
he must be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might. The exhortations in the Epistle 
are distinctly secondary to and wholly dependent 
upon the grace of God, to the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ Who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ 
Jesus. 


Ruskin, the great art critic, has written: “I 
believe that the root of almost every schism and 
heresy from which the Christian Church has 
ever suffered has been the effort of man to earn, 
rather than to receive, his salvation; and that 
the reason that preaching is commonly so in- 
effectual is that it calls on men oftener to 
work for God, than to behold God working 
for them.” The Apostle testifies, ““There are 
diversities of operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all.” And Paul may plant 
and Apollos water, but it is God Who gives 


the increase. It is God’s gracious favor which 
changed the whole relation of guilty sinners to 
Himself. All things are of God Who did recon- 
cile the world unto Himself by making Christ 
to be sin for us that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. And His love 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, 
Who teaches us from the Word that even while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us. That 
is, the moving power in the Church is the Holy 
Spirit; and the motive by which He works in 
us is to show us how much God the Father 
loved us in giving Christ to be sin and a curse 
for us, that we might have forgiveness, peace 
and hope in Him. In Ephesians 3 the prayer 
for the power of the Spirit is that Christ may 
dwell in our hearts and we may comprehend 
the love of Christ that passeth knowledge. 


What makes the Church tick? The power of 
God in the Church, the might of the Holy 
Spirit. And He moves us not primarily by 
whipping our wills, but by revealing the meas- 
ureless love of God in Christ for us .. . until 
gratitude wells up in us in response to His 
grace. We love Him, because He first loved 
us. God’s grace and man’s gratitude make 
the Church to tick. 

“Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all Thy quickening powers, 


Come shed abroad a Saviour’s love, 
And that shall kindle ours.” 
—W.C.R. 


The Eldership -- Ancient And Modern 


By Rev. William Crowe, D.D. 
Talladega, Alabama 


The years from A. D. 30 to A. D. 68 (that 
is to say, from Pentecost to the death of the 
Apostle Paul) constitute what is regarded as the 
introductory period of the Christian Era. With- 
in those years the Church developed from an 
informal community of believers without perma- 
nent organization into a well-defined body, 
equipped with (1) a theology, (2) a form of 
government as a direct product of its theology, 
and (3) a manual for Christian behavior, being 
a complete system of ethics, also based on its 
theology. 


During the so-called Dark Ages the accepted 
forms, both of belief and government, suffered 
eclipse. But in the epochal Reformation of the 
sixteenth century, accompanied by the rise of 
Calvinism, the original nota of the true church 
found their vindication and restoration. The 
consequence was that to this good day the re- 
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stored system has been operative in the Re- 
formed (Presbyterian) churches across the 
earth. 


The polity of the early church was simple 
indeed, the entire framework of it having con- 
sisted merely of two groups of office-bearers, 
namely: deacons and elders. For obvious rea- 
sons, a brief paragraph, re the first-mentioned 
of the two groups, will be entered at this point. 


The record is that deacons were first elected 
in order to meet an emergency anent the des- 
perate condition of the poor saints in Jerusalem 
and thereabouts. The office, however, appears 
to have become permanent, evidently because 
of the conviction that developed from. that 
initial ministry, that the dedication of one’s 
possessions lay at the very heart of the Christian 
movement. For therein, discovered they, lies the 
symbol of the willing abnegation of the citadel 
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of self in order that Christ may reign without 
a rival in the believer’s heart; or, should we 
say that therein is found the index to Christian 
practice, the logical sequent of Christian faith. 
For example, the Apostle, referring to a group 
of lowly disciples in Macedonia, wrote, “They 
first gave themselves unto the Lord”, meaning 
of course that by so doing they had equipped 
themselves for a conquest far beyond the com- 
bined exploits of Alexander, supposedly the 
greatest of all the Macedonians of all time. 


So much for the origin of the deaconship, for 
a confirmation of which you may read the sixth 
chapter of Acts. 


You may now consult the same volume in 
order to discover the origin of the eldership. 
We offer you a hint, however, which is that 
your search will be in vain. There is no men- 
tion of such an act in the entire book, though 
there are references here and there to the activ- 
ities of elders, and to their ordination in the 
churches in Asia Minor and elsewhere. For 
instance, in chapter fifteen we read; “Then it 
pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole 
church, to send chosen men to Antioch’, and 
so forth. All of which means that undoubtedly 
the eldership was an operating agency within 
the church in that generation. Final and satisfy- 
ing proof is found throughout the apostolic 
literature in which there is the recognition of 
elders, chosen for the purpose of promoting 
the spiritual interests of the various congrega- 
tions, and of directing the expanding Christian 
movement throughout the Mediterranean world. 


Considering the evident paramount impor- 
tance of the eldership even in those early days, 
one wonders why the first volume of church 
history makes no mention whatever of the origin 
of the office, without which no congregation 
could have been equipped with efficient leader- 
ship. 


Doubtless the answer is found in the fact that 
the apostleship by its very nature could not 
continue as a permanent institution. After the 
passing of the Twelve there must of necessity 
have been a succession of spiritual leaders. 
Again, be it remembered that practically all 
the disciples in the initial period were Jews, 
entirely familiar with the synagogue eldership. 
Therefore what would have been more natural 
than for them simply to adopt a pattern of 
eldership for the administration of the infant 
church such as they and their forebears had 
respected in former days, composed as it was 
of men of mature age (presbuteroi), wisdom 
and dignity — men possessed of a personal con- 
cern for the worship of Jehovah: an office of 
high historic meaning, reaching back to the 
appointment of seventy elders to assist Moses 
in- the- governing of Israel in the desert. (Num- 
bers 11:16,24): The eldership is therefore ad- 
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mittedly the most ancient office to be found in 
any communion in Christendom today. _ Its 
continuance is sufficient proof of its worth. 


That brings us to a consideration of the polity 
of the post-Reformation Church, the Presby- 
terian Church embodying its most distinctive 
features. The manual of Presbyterian church 
government, known as the Book of Church 
Order, has survived the tests of more than three 
hundred and fifty years and its bow yet abides 
in strength. At this point we will introduce 
an abstract from the preface to the latest edition 
of the well-known volume. This is from the 
pen of the distinguished scholar, Walter L. 
Lingle: 


Our Book of Church Order has a long and 
notable line of ancestors. John Calvin wrote 
the first modern Presbyterian Book of Order 
for the church at Geneva in 1542. 


John Knox sat at the feet of John Calvin 
for several years, and then returned to Scot- 
land and wrote the first “Book of Discipline” 
for the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, in 
1560. The whole history of the Presbyterian 
church government in Scotland goes back to 
this first “Book of Discipline”. 


The Westminster Assembly, which met in 
London in 1643, wrote not only our Confes- 
sion of Faith and Catechisms, but also “The 
Form of Presbyterian Church Government”. 
The Presbyterian Churches of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland adopted this Westminster 
Form of Government. 


When our Presbyterian forefathers came to 
America they brought with them the West- 
minster “Form of Presbyterian Church Gov- 
ernment”, and it became the basis of Church 
law in the American Presbyterian Church. 


It is hoped that this passing comment on 
the Book of Church Order may challenge every 
church officer, be he deacon or elder, to a 
renewed study of it. Why should such an im- 
portant volume be relegated to the minister's 
sanctum sanctorum? Complaints have been whis- 
pered about of late that elders do not make 
competent presbyters because of ignorance on 
their part. The answer to that is that every 
pastor is supposed to be a teaching elder. As 
such it is up to him to see to it that his entire 
Session is educated in the field of church polity. 
Let complainer take notice. 


Thus far we have endeavored to present a 
brief account, especially for the lay reader, of 
how our Presbyterian form of government came 
to be. Now, pursuant to the announced theme, 
we will try, at least in amateurish fashion, to 
present the picture of an elder in a Presbyterian 
church, one who at least is consistent in his 
endeavor to measure up to that important office. 
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Of course we are speaking of the ruling elder. 
But, the uninformed may ask, why modify the 
word by the preceding adjective? Why call him 
a ruling elder? For the reason that the elder- 
ship is divided into two classes — Teaching and 
Ruling. Therefore a word of explanation, if 
you please. 


The Teaching Elder (known in the Apos- 
tolic church as bishop) is the pastor. His office 
is declarative, whereby he makes known the will 
of God to all hearers, believers and unbelievers 
alike. His authority in the congregation is 
advisory. He is ipso facto moderator of the 
Session, with certain voting privileges. He is 
not a member of any local church but belongs 
to the presbytery, with all the rights and privi- 
leges appertaining thereto. He attends its meet- 
ings, not as an elected commissioner, but as 
a member of it, and has a voice in all the actions 
of the court, the concerns of his own congre- 
gation included. 


Re the ruling elder, we quote herewith the 
Book of Church Order, Chapter X, Paragraphs 
40-41: “As there were in the Church, under the 
law, Elders of the people for the government 
thereof, so in the gospel Church. Christ has 
furnished others besides Ministers of the Word 
with gifts and commission to govern when called 
thereunto, which officers are entitled Ruling 
Elders. These Ruling Elders possess the same 
authority and eligibility to office in the courts 
of the Church as the Ministers of the Word, 
or Teaching Elders”. In succeeding paragraphs 
the Book sets forth the requirements pertain- 
ing to the eldership, its field of operation, the 
moral and spiritual character of its personnel, 
its relationship to the system of church courts, 
and so forth. It is to be remembered, however, 
that the authority of the elder is a joint author- 
ity. That is to say that the session of the church 
is a sole corporation as it were, and the indi- 
vidual elder has no authority for technical dis- 
cipline apart from the will of the body. The 
congregation or any member thereof is thereby 
spared from the dictation of an individual mem- 
ber of the group. 


_ The area of the service of the ruling elder 
is Assembly-wide. He represents his church at 
the meetings of his presbytery and synod when 
so commissioned by his session. He may also 
be sent as a commissioner to the General Assem- 
bly when elected thereto by his presbytery. On 
the floor of the Assembly there is no distinction 
between the Teaching Elder and the Ruling 
Elder, each being elected by one presbytery or 
another to serve with equal representative 
authority. 


So much for the ruling elder, ancient and 
modern. Doubtless our patient readers would 
welcome at this point the satisfying word 
FINIS. The writer, being a preacher, is aware 
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of the welcome the words “in conclusion” re- 
ceive from the congregation. But the end is 
not yet. An addendum by way of comment, if 
you please. 


There appears to be a movement although 
yet in its infancy, not organized but neverthe- 
less real, which, if and when it reaches flood- 
tide, is calculated to limit the ruling elder’s 
historic ministry by conferring the managerial 
authority of the local church upon the pastor 
thereof, which evidences a drift toward the pre- 
Reformation status of the occupant of the pul- 
pit. And then, what? 


What indications mark such a trend within 
the bounds of American Presbyterianism? You 
are justified, dear reader, in asking that ques- 
tion. Well, a number of years ago, one of the 
constituent members of the Presbyterian com- 
munion substituted an abbreviated document 
for the original Westminster Confession, with 
radical changes in the Form of Government in 
the interest of harmony with the revised state- 
ment of belief. 


Again, it is a notable fact that in another 
one of our large Presbyterian bodies it is no 
longer required that elders be appointed on 
interim commissions, which means of course that 
the essential office of the Presbyterian system 
is tacitly declared to be non-essential. 


And yet again, a short time ago the faculty 
and the board of one of our theological semi- 
naries were regaled with an address bv a faculty 
member on the theme: “The Emerging Role 
of the Pastor as a Church Administrator”. The 
corpus of said address need not create imme- 
diate alarm. But what concerns us is, whence 
came such notions? Of one thing we are sure 
and that is that James Henley Thornwell (there 
were giants in those days) was not the respon- 
sible party. However, this and other incidents 
that might be mentioned indicate that some- 
thing is happening in the way of a drift in the 
wrong direction, ecclesiastically speaking. Are 
these not straws in the wind? We leave it to 
the readers hereof to decide. 


One word more. It is the conviction of this 
writer that the rotary system has neither in- 
creased the efficiency of the eldership, nor re- 
spect for the authority of the Church Session. 


(See Editorial, page 2) Editor. 
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The Sun and the Moon Stood Still 
By J. V. N. Talmage 


Chapter 13: STILL MORE ABOUT 
THE DISCOVERY 


Some will feel that the writer has left his 
subject, but during the time of the FLOOD 
the sequence of day and night was interrupted, 
and it is highly essential that all those who 
deal with young people know something about 
the FLOOD outside the Bible narrative, es- 
pecially when those who reject the Bible call 
it a myth, and those who trust the Bible some- 
times manufacture science. 


The writer has found that Egypt is the best 
locality to work out a scientific chronology 
related to geophysics. But it took him over 
a decade to untangle the hodgepodge of facts 
which materialistic prehistorians had erroneous- 
ly dated in order to prove their particular brand 
of evolution. 


One of the earliest groups that split off from 
the family of Noah went to Egypt. They were 
more advanced than the Natufian cave-dwellers, 
but not so far along as the fresco painters of 
Ghassul in the Jordan Valley. These early post- 
diluvian Egyptians settled in the Fayum, a de- 
pression in the desert west of the lower Nile. 
The people had polished stone tools, some pot- 
tery, and wheat and barley seeds brought from 
the home country. While there were some hunt- 
ers among the posterity of Noah, most of them 
became farmers like Noah. 


Through the efforts of Miss Caton Thompson 
and her companions we can date these early 
Egyptians nicely by geophysics as well as by 
radio carbon. The radio carbon date is about 
6250 years ago, or more than 600 years after 
the FLOOD. This means that they lived about 
the time the godly hunter, Nimrod, settled on 
the plains of Mesopotamia and started the com- 
munity of Babel (Jemdet Nasr), but were later 
than the cave dwellers of Palestine. 


Experts tell us that when the Nile river 
water was abundant, it flowed into the Fayum 
depression. This happened only when the 
equatorial rainy belt was close, and the climate 
hot and arid and sea level high. Twice during 
antediluvian times these conditions had been 
met, and high on the sides of the depression 
are signs of old beaches with the characteristic 
tools of the ancient peoples. 


We have already noted that after the FLOOD 
the climate was hot and arid in the Near East. 
During this period the Nile water flowed into 
the Fayum depression and left a sterile beach, 
that is, no signs of human occupation can be 
connected with it. 
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This Egyptian HIATUS occurred while 
Noah’s posterity was multiplying, as _ they 
“journeyed eastward” in the highlands of Meso- 
potamia. The investigating ladies tell us that 
the Fayum lake fauna of this time was different 
from that of the two earlier times. That is 
not surprising to one who believes the Bible 
account of the FLOOD. 


It was not till climatic conditions had 
changed that the Fayum people settled. The 
climate had become moister and Nile water had 
diminished, also the sea level had fallen. Slow- 
ly the lake began to dry up, but after some 
time the rains increased to such an extent that 
the drainage into the lake equalled the evap- 
oration. It was then that the Fayum people 
came. Farming was wonderful, they built silos 
for the crops, and cut down trees from the 
plateau above which is now desert. Soon after 
other tribes settled farther up the Nile valley, 
but built houses under trees on the now desert 
highlands. These are called Badarians. Yes, 
these upper Nile people had their dogs too. 


What these chapters are trying to show is 
that during the second half of the first millenium 
after the FLOOD when the climate was moist 
and cool in the Near East and sea level low, 
the posterity of Noah scattered considerably. 
The main cultured body settled in Mesopo- 
tamia in the Babel (Jemdet Nasr) community, 
the pebble-writing Ghassuleans settled in Pales- 
tine, the Fayum Neolithic and the Badarian 
Chalcolithic settled in Egypt and farmed with- 
out irrigation. Over in Europe the climate was 
cold with ice for the last time reaching the 
lowlands in the north west, and with no signs 
of human occupation. 


THE BIBLE IS SCIENCE 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 8. 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


That I May Know Christ 


Background Scripture: Philippians 3; 2:25-29; 4:18 (In this order.) 


Devotional Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21 


The Passion of Paul was CHRIST, to know Christ, and to make Him known. In this we see the 
secret of Paul’s greatness: both as a man and as a missionary. To know Christ personally, to have Christ 
dwell in his heart by faith, made him one of the greatest characters of all history. To preach Christ, a 
crucified and risen Saviour, to carry this Good News to all the world, made him the foremost mis- 


sionary of all time. 


Our Devotional Reading is one of the mag- 
nificent prayers of Paul, and in this fervent 
prayer we see his one great desire for his fellow 
Christians; that they too might know Christ 
and have Him dwell in their hearts also. Let 
us look at this beautiful prayer before we pass 
on to the lesson itself. Like all of Paul’s prayers, 
it is short, but it contains some of the grandest 
and most glorious requests that can be made. 
He realizes that he is coming to One Who is 
able to do exceedingly abundantly above all 
that we ask or think He is coming to One Whe 
is rich and he asks for rich gifts from the 
Father. 


(1) “To be strengthened with might by his 
Spirit in the inner man”. To have a strong 
body is a great blessing. Some of us whose 
bodies are rather weak and worn out know 
what that means. To be a strong soul is a far 
greater blessing. It is said of John Adams that 
someone asked him how he was and he replied, 
“John Adams is all right. The house he lives 
in is about ready to tumble down, (he was 
90 years old) but John Adams is all right.” To 
be strong in the “inner man” is the vital matter. 
There is only one way to have such strength. 
The Spirit of God must unite with our spirit 
and make us strong. In this same epistle (6:10) 
Paul expresses it this way: “Be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might.” 


(2) “That Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith.” Dr. Jowett says somewhere that there 
is a tremendous difference between “dwell” and 
“visiting”. A stranger, or a neighbor may come 
to spend an hour or even a day; the members 
of the family are those who “dwell” in the home. 
Paul is not praying that Christ may come in 
for a visit now and then, but that He may 
live in our hearts. The life I now live, I live 
by faith of the Son of God; to me to live is 
Christ; Christ liveth in me. The apostle knew 
that Christ lived in him, and he prays that the 


NOVEMBER 20, 1957 





Christians at Ephesus may have this assurance 
also. 


(2) “Rooted and grounded in love.” The 
love of Christ constraineth me, says Paul in 
II Corinthians 5:14. The fundamental impor- 
tance of love is fully explained in Paul’s great 
Hymn of Love (I Cor. 13). 


(4) “To know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge.” What is the breadth and 
length and depth and height of His love? This 
is Christ’s love to us. If we know this then 
surely our love will respond to His love for us. 


(5) “That ye might be filled with all the 
fullness of God”; to have His strength and wis- 
dom and love. Is there anything more glorious 
than this? 


We see from this fervent prayer that Paul 
desired all Christians to know Christ and have 
the same relationship to Him that the great 
apostle had. Turn now to our Lesson material 
and see how Paul expresses his great ambition 
and purpose. 


I. No Confidence in the Flesh: Philippians 3:1-9. 


What does Paul mean by “the flesh”? Davis’ 
Bible Dictionary gives the following definition: 
“Human nature deprived of the Spirit of God 
dominated by the appetites and obeyed by the 
mind, thus including the whole unregenerated 
and unsanctified nature of man.” (See John 3:6 
where Jesus is talking to Nicodemus and says 
to him, That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.) 
(See also Romans 7 and 8.) In the connection 
here in Philippians Paul is using the expression 
in relation to those who were relying upon the 
works of the law, such as circumcision, to save 
them. Paul insisted on salvation by grace, 
through faith, and not by the deeds of the Law. 
He goes on to show them that if salvation could 
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come through such works of the flesh, then he, 
Paul, had more reasons for security than others. 
He stood at the very top when it came to such 
things. He was a circumcized Jew, a Hebrew 
of the Hebrews, a Pharisee, zealous in persecu- 
ting the church, and blameless as far as the 
righteousness of the Law went. He reminds 
us of the Rich Young Ruler who came to Jesus. 
These things were gain to Paul in the eyes of 
his fellow Jews, but he counts all these fleshly 
advantages as “loss” and as “refuse” in com- 
parison to Christ. 


There is a much needed lesson for us all in 
this declaration of the great apostle. Most men 
are more or less inclined to trust in some phase 
of “work righteousness”. They like to feel that 
they are saved by their good family, or good 
character, or good works. We look at our “fam- 
ily tree”, or our good moral character, or some 
good deeds which we have done, “pat ourselves 
on the back”, so to speak, and feel inclined to 
feel that God is under some sort of obligation 
to save us because of these “works of the flesh”. 
If we belong to the “First Families of Virginia” 
or the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
then we feel smug and safe. Now, a certain sort 
of pride in connection with such things is ex- 
cusable, and I feel that Paul was glad that he 
belonged to a good Jewish family, but when 
it came to salvation Paul makes it plain that 
these fleshly advantages do not count. He counts 
them all as refuse. Salvation comes to all men 
in the same way, for God is no respecter of 
persons. Paul’s insistence upon this fact and his 
inclusion of Gentile as well as Jew in the Preach- 
ing of the Gospel caused the Jews to persecute 
him. 


Paul had about as much “righteousness which 
is of the law” as any man who ever lived. He 
knew, however, that this was not what he need- 
ed. He must have the righteousness which is 
of God by faith. For a fuller account of salva- 
tion by grace we turn to Paul’s letters to the 
Romans and Galatians. 


II. Full Confidence and Salvation in Christ: 
10-15. 


“That I may know him”: this is the topic 
which is chosen for our lesson today. To be 
personally acquainted with Christ was the am- 
bition of the apostle. He was not among the 
original —Twelve who became the disciples of 
Jesus and followed Him. For three years they 
were with Jesus, hearing Him preach and teach, 
listening to Him pray, observing His life, and 
seeing the many miracles which He performed. 
Perhaps Paul envied them this rich experience. 
I am sure that if he had been among the Twelve 
he would have joined Peter in his confession 
of faith as he said, “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” After Paul’s conversion 
he went to Arabia and there, no doubt, he spent 
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much time in prayer and meditation as he 
sought to know Him better. Christ became 
better known to Paul as he journeyed from place 
to place, the Lord working with and through 
him all the time. 


“And the power of his resurrection.” Saul 
of Tarsus met Jesus after His resurrection and 
it was this amazing fact that he emphasized 
in his preaching. There were two great points 
in Paul’s preaching: Christ died for our sins, 
according to the Scriptures and rose from the 
dead, according to the Scriptures. On these two 
great facts he centered the gospel message. Of 
the two, “the power of His resurrection” was 
even more important than His death on the 
cross, for the resurrection made His death mean- 
ingful and precious and powerful. Paul is be- 
lieving in and preaching a living Christ. 

“And the fellowship of his sufferings.” Paul 
suffered more than any of the other disciples. 
When Ananias was sent to Saul, part of his 
message was this: “For I will show him how 
great things he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 
You get to know people better when you 
suffer with them in any way. Two comrades in 
the army who have experienced all the hard- 
ships of the battle feel that they know each 
other. When we suffer for or with Christ we 
get to know Him better. 


“Being made comformable unto his death.” 
Paul had faced death many times and once 
when stoned, he certainly felt this sort of fel- 
lowship. He was ready to die at any time. 


“If by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of (from among) the dead.” Turn- 
ing to I Thes. 4:16 we read, “For the Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first. Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.” Paul ex- 
pects to be among those blessed ones who are 
raised first. In I Cor. 15:52 we have another 
reference to this resurrection. Both just and 


unjust will be raised; Paul expects to be among 
the just. 


Paul does not consider himself to have fully 
attained. He is pressing on to the goal, for- 
getting the things which are behind; the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. He 
wanted to come into full knowledge of Christ. 
There is always room for growth in the Chris- 
tian life. In Ephesians 4:13 Paul says, “Till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ.” 

III. Our Conversation (citizenship) is in heaven: 
15-21. 

If we are risen with Christ we are to seek 

those things which are above where Christ sit- 
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teth on the right hand of God. Paul urges the 
Christians at Philippi to imitate him in the pur- 
pose of his life. Many are walking in the wrong 
way and are enemies of Christ. They mind 
earthly things. [ was interested in reading what 
some nearby ministers said about the greatest 
danger to Christians today. They agreed that 
it was worldliness, the very thing that Paul is 
speaking of here. This old world is too much 
with us. We forget that our citizenship is in 
heaven. “Come out and be separate”, is the 
command of Christ. We must walk differently 
from the way the people of the world walk, if 
we are to be witnesses for Christ. We are to 
be loyal to our high calling: the upward calling 
of God in Christ. 


We look for the Saviour to come, and when 
He comes, He will change our earthly bodies 
—bodies of humiliation—and make them like 
His own glorious body. In the meantime let 
us live as citizens of the kingdom of heaven. 
Christ is able to subdue all things unto Him- 
self and He is able to keep us from falling and 
present us faultless before the presence of His 
glory. If we know Him as Paul came to know 
Him we can live such a life and glorify Him 
while we are still citizens of this world, and 
live while here as citizens of the kingdom of 
heaven. 


LETTERS 




















4502 Pine Street 
Bellaire, Texas 
Dear Dr. Dendy: 


I was glad to read Dr. Baker’s articles on Bible 
translation for I have had to do considerable work 
in this field in teaching in Korea. There were 
also Chinese and Japanese versions to deal with. 
My research was done with specific problems 
brought about by oriental customs and religions, 
and consisted mostly of word studies. 


One of the words which took many months 
of my time was the Greek word “aphesis,” trans- 
lated in English as “forgiveness”, “remission” or 
“release”. The difficulty arose because the 
Buddhists stressed forgiveness or pity, and the 
Koreans had an overdose of such teaching. In 
order to gain the exact meaning of “aphesis” I 
studied its use in both classical Greek and the 
Koine as well as the New Testament. I found 
that there was a great difference between 
“aphesis” and Buddhist forgiveness, but that 
heathen ideas coming through Roman Catholicism 
had limited its meaning in aecord with human 
frailty. The normal person is much more interested 
in getting forgiveness for past sins than in giving 
them up. The root meaning of “aphesis” means 
a “leaving alone”, “a letting go’’, and in some 
cases in the New Testament the idea seems to be 
that both God and the sinner let the sins alone. 
This is an interesting study, but I would like to 
call your attention to a common mistake of 
another nature. 


NOVEMBER 20, 1957 








In the King James translation of Hebrews 9:22 
it is stated that “without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission”. Time and again I have 
heard this verse quoted to read “without the 
shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.” 
A few weeks ago I heard a seminary professor 
make the mistake, and one of our good con- 
tributors of the Journal in his book misprinted 
the verse. Dr. Billy Graham during his New York 
crusade, made the same slip. But in a Nazarene 
church, I was amazed to note the erroneous quo- 
tation posted as an article of their faith. Please 
don’t misunderstand me, I am not denying the fact 
that forgiveness is impossible without the death 
of Christ. All I am calling for is accuracy of quo- 
tation. 


The RSV changes the word “remission” to 
“forgiveness” and adds the words “of sins” with- 
out the slightest notation that the added words 
are not in the original. Because of many such 
inaccuracies I find it impossible to trust the RSV 
in the deeper books of the Bible. In my study 
of “aphesis” one of the first discoveries was 
that this passage did not refer directly to “sins,” 
but to something entirely different. In the papyri 
the word “aphesis” is used several times in de- 
scribing the release of public buildings for use. 
It is like cutting the tape on a bridge. The writer 
calls attention to the fact that the ancient Jewish 
sanctuary was released for use only after being 
purified by blood. 


This idea is highly important to the church 
today. In heathendom certain sites and certain 
articles are in themselves holy and bring good 
fortune. This is not true with matters pertaining 
to God. Nothing is holy of itself, that is, of 
intrinsic value in making men holy. Christ alone 
can do that. Today in the church “experts in the 
art of worship” tell us that certain kinds of 
architecture, certain articles, certain ceremonies 
are “worshipful”’ in themselves, and they usually 
suggest things common to heathenism - for example, 
“a worship center’ with pictured Christ and two 
candles. 


It is extremely difficult for me to understand 
how the RSV translators with their much adver- 
tised scholarship made the blunder they did. The 
change from “remission” to “forgiveness” is less 
significant, for “remission” has lost its original 
Latin meaning. 


If one desires a verse teaching that forgiveness 
comes through the blood of Christ, he can use 
Ephesians 1:7 and Matthew 26:28. 


Yours truly, 
J. V. N. Talmage 





Mutoto, Congo Belge, Africa. 
Dear Editor: 


We thank you for sending us the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. We look forward to receiv- 
ing and reading it. God bless you and many others 
through the Journal. 


Most cordially, 
Nancy and Charles Ross 





Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 8&8 








By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 
pre 


“Rumors Of Wars” ot 








7 
Scripture: Philippians 2:1-1] a compromise which is fully satisfactory to no can 
one. 
ae As in personal conflicts so it is in wars... ie 
“When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” any real solution must touch individual people ] 
& «po and change their attitudes. There is no real 
Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of Life solution > an international dispute until the 
“Peace, Perfect Peace, In This Dark World people of the disputing nations have forgiven 
Of Sin” the real or supposed wrong done them and until — 
ee er they have love in their hearts for the people 
We've A Story To Tell To The Nations of the other nation. This may seem impossibly , 
idealistic, but remember, we are talking about RI 
Program Leader’s Introduction: real solutions and not mere temporary expedi- 
In the program for last week we dealt with —_ 
conflicts on a personal level. This week we Our speakers will suggest some practical ways 
are thinking about wars and rumors of wars, of bringing wars and rumors of wars to a stop. 
or conflict on a national and international level. Don’t laugh at this idea as being visionary and Bu 
We can readily see how our personal grievances impossible. Hear what they have to say, and p 
and conflicts concern us. We can do something then pledge yourself to do what they suggest : 
about them, but wars are different matters. to us. Pe 
It seems that there is so little anyone can do 
about them. It will help some, if we can come First Speaker: Be 
es qd me ee ae Pome The real solution to war is to be found in 
this program the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
; We have already seen that the basic cause of 
Wars are nothing more than conflicts between war is sin, and the Gospel is the only power . 
nations and societies . . . between one large that can cancel sin. Wars will not cease as P 
segment of people and another. They are not long as sin reigns. Wars will not cease until 
different in kind from our personal disputes men have their sinful natures changed. Where B 
and conflicts. They are made of the very same the Gospel has been preached and where men 
ingredients as our personal conflicts. Wars are have believed it, their natures have been 
far more complicated than private disputes be- changed and the power of sin has been destroyed. 
cause they involve more people, more attitudes, Of course, godlessness will always be opposed 
and more incidents. Sin is the simple cause to Christianity. This is the basic conflict . . . f 
of war as it is the simple cause of personal con- between righteousness and unrighteousness . . . l 
flicts, but it is no simple matter to unravel the between the forces of God and the forces of t 


separate sins and responsibilities which lie be- 
hind any war. 


Personal conflicts can seem so hopelessly in- 
volved that there appears to be no possibility 
of cutting across the involvements except 
through forgiveness and love. If the array of 
facets is formidable in our personal problems, 
how much more confusing and baffling is the 
tangle of ingredients that gives rise to an inter- 
national dispute. This is what makes diplomacy 
so difficult. It is virtually impossible to find 
a solution that fully satisfies every grievance. 
So often diplomacy only brings about a post- 
ponement of hostility through the acceptance of 
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Satan. The best way to destroy the forces of 
Satan is not to kill them but to convert them... 
not to take away their lives but to win them 
to Christ. In this respect preaching the Gospel 
is at least twice as effective as taking up arms. 
When a lost man becomes a Christian we not 
only deprive Satan of one of his soldiers but 
we add one to the army of Christ. 


If the Christian people of the world would 
give as freely of themselves and of their means 
to the work of preaching the Gospel as they 
are compelled to give for the maintenance ol 
military might, the prospects for real peace 
would be much brighter than they are. 
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Second Speaker: 


Our first speaker has put his (her) finger 
on the real solution to the problem of war. We 
can make a valuable contribution by praying 
earnestly for the work of the Gospel at home 
and abroad. We should be giving of our means 
and doing everything we can to support the 
preaching of the Gospel of Christ. It may not 
be a quick way of bringing peace, but it is a sure 
way. 


There is another practical contribution we 
can make toward the solution of this problem. 


We can put our Christian attitudes to work. 
Last week we discovered that we can help solve 
personal conflicts by bringing to them a spirit 
of patience, faith, trust, love, forgiveness, and 
prayerfulness. We can bring the same spirit to 
international disputes. This does not mean that 
we are ever to compromise with what is wrong 
or to close our eyes to evil, pretending that every- 
thing is sweet and rosy. We must be firm in 
standing for what is right, but it will help great- 
ly if we exhibit the love of Christ in our atti- 
tudes toward people. We are not likely to win 
them for Christ unless they can see Christ in us. 





NEWS “ 





CHURCHES 1/ 








CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. R. M. Hamilton, from Riceboro, Ga., to 
R.F.D. 1, Melbourne, Fla. 





BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
Report of October, 1957 


Budget for 1957 1,518,225.00 


Receipts to date 656,519.04 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received to date 43.24% 
Balance needed for the year 861,705.96 





WORLD MISSION RECEIPTS 


Budget for 1957 $3,500,000.00 
Receipts to date 2,377,099.51 

Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1957 67.91% 
Balance needed for 1957 1,122,900.49 
Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 





BRAZIL 


Fortaleza — The Rev. Dr. Robert W. Cousar, 
flying missionary for the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., is the subject of a new popular ballad in 
the back country of one of Brazil’s states. 


_ A traveling troubador wrote the ballad recently, 
In praise of the “great Presbyterian missionary 
who had the courage to land in the fair city of 
Alexandria.” After the landing Dr. Cousar found 
out why it was supposed to take considerable 
courage: the only other aviator to land there 
crashed on take-off later. Dr. Cousar is from 
Chattanooga, Tenn., and is the son of Dr. R. W. 
Cousar, pastor of Ernest Myatt Presbyterian 
Church, Raleigh, N. C. 


The history-making flight was the result of an 
earlier, earth-bound, visit to the town. Dr. Cousar 
found the mayor of the little town, which is in 
the southwest tip of the State of Rio Grande do 
Norte (one of the Atlantic seaboard states in the 
extreme eastern point of Brazil) to be an aviation 
fan, much interested in the missionary’s plan to 
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visit the town by plane. The mayor agreed to 
having a landing strip made out of a stretch of 
road on the edge of town. 


As it turned out, however, the men and boys 
of the small Presbyterian Church in Alexandria did 
most of the work, to make it possible for the mis- 
sionary to fly in. 


As Dr. Cousar later told it: “To say that the 
visit of the plane caused some interest would be 
to make the understatement of the year. Every- 
one who could drop what they were doing ran 
out to see the plane, (and in Alexandria that was 
just about everybody). It seems that I have the 
honor of being the second pilot to ever land there, 
but the first to take off successfully. A couple 
of years ago, a fellow tried it in a Piper Cub, but 
cracked up on the take-off. He must have been 
waving at the girls too much. He should have 
made it. There’s plenty of room.” 


Even so, the troubador composed his song, tell- 
ing about the landing, the courage of the mission- 
ary, and how the mayor and his family climbed 
into a jeep to go out to meet the flier. Another 
verse related how the pharmacist ran home to get 
his own jeep to drive out to see the excitement, only 
to find his wife had already taken the jeep and 
gone to see for herself. And still another verse 
told how an old lady ran out to see the show and 
nearly died of all the excitement. 


The song did not tell of the result of the landing: 
a week spent in preaching in the surrounding area. 
‘“‘With no transportation,” Dr. Cousar reports, “I 
had to get around the best way I could. This includ- 
ed one five mile hike, and a 35 mile jaunt on an 
old broken-down bicycle with no brakes.” 


At the end of the week of evangelistic work, 
the missionary pilot’s scheduled take-off drew an 
even larger crowd than the landing. He says: 


“Some even came from Victoria, 20 miles away. 
We must remember that it was on the take-off 
that the other fellow cracked up. Elisio, our Bra- 
zilian evangelist who lives in Alexandria, and I 
took advantage of the occasion to hold an open- 
air preaching service. . . . ‘Inauguration of the 
airport’ we called it. Elisio preached for a little 
while. Then I played my accordion and sang 
some choruses and preached for a good 25 minutes 
to which the crowd gave rapt attention. After 
all, you ought to give attention to the words of a 
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man who in a few minutes is probably going to 
his death.” 


It may have disappointed the crowd that Dr. 
Cousar had no trouble taking off from Alexandria, 
but flights such as this are bringing light and 
life to many new believers in rural Brazil. 





ALABAMA 


Birmingham — First Presbyterian Church here 
held an open house in October for more than 2200 
in their new education building, which was com- 
pleted only last year. 


The new building houses the nursery, kinder- 
garten, primary and young people’s departments 
and several adult classrooms, a fellowship hall, and 
a kitchen. On top of the building is a recreation 
deck. 


There are 12,478 square feet of floor space 
plus 1512 feet of deck in the new building which 
was erected at the same time that a wing of 
the sanctuary was remodeled. The building and 
the remodeling were done at a total cost of 
$300,000. 





VIRGINIA 


The Presbytery of Montgomery met in the High 
Bridge Church on Tuesday, October 29, 1957. 
There were present forty-four Ministers and 45 
Ruling Elders. Rev. Joseph E. Pringle was elected 
Moderator. Rev. D. Kirk Hammond was received 
into Presbytery from Potomac Presbytery that 
he may become Executive Secretary of Presbytery. 
Rev. A. A. Saleeby from Winchester Presbytery 
was received into Presbytery and arrangements 
made to install him as pastor of the Churches of 
Montvale and Villamont. Rev. Paul E. Bailey from 
Kanawha Presbytery was received into Presbytery 
and arrangements made to install him as pastor of 
the churches of Piedmont and Pippin Hills. Rev. 
Bryan C. Childress was received into Presbytery 
from Abingdon Presbytery and arrangements made 
~ = him as pastor of the Buffalo Mountain 

hurch. 


The following were nominated to be commission- 
ers to the 1958 General Assembly. Ministers: Prin- 
cipal—Cothran G. Smith, J. L. Coppock, Charles 
F. McRae and T. C. Bales; Alternate—E. D. 
Vaughan, C. W. Browning, Jr., G. A. Williams, 
and P. A. Roberts. Ruling Elders: Principal— 
S. P. Key of Westminster, H. K. Reveley of 
High Bridge, R. W. Cutshall of Villamont and 
Ralph M. Hunt of Blacksburg. 


The Alternate Ruling Elder Commissioners are 
R. W. Spessard of Salem, J. S. Cobb of Anderson 
Memorial, R. C. Friend of Narrows, and Blair 
Mitchell of Roanoke Second. 


Mr. L. P. McCord, lay assistant of the Second 
Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, was received un- 
der the care of the Presbytery as a Candidate for 
the Ministry of the Gospel. Rev. John M. Ken- 
nedy was nominated to be the Moderator of our 
next Stated Meeting. 

E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk 





GEORGIA 


The Presbytery of Augusta-Macon met at the 
Veteran’s Administration Hospital in Augusta, 
Georgia, with Chaplain Daniel Churton as host. 
Ruling elder Jackson Beall, of the Greene Street 
Church in Augusta, was elected Moderator. The 
Rev. Robert Dobbins was dismissed to the Pres- 
bytery of Athens, to become pastor of the Elber- 
ton Church. The Rev. Edward B. Whitson was 
dismissed to Congaree Presbytery, to become pas- 
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tor of the Lebanon Church. The Rev. Malcolm 
Bullock was received and a Commission appointed 
to install him as pastor of the Cliffwood Church 
in Augusta. Mr. Donald B. Smith was taken under 
care of the Presbytery as a candidate for the 
Ministry. The final budget for benevolences for 
1958 was adopted, amounting to $121,000, which 
is the amount accepted by the Churches as a 
result of the Every Church canvass and is far 
above any acceptances of previous years. Three 
Churches reported raises in pastor’s salaries and 
the minimum salary for Churches receiving sup- 
port from the Church Extension Committee was 
increased by $300 per year. The proposed amend- 
ment to the Book of Church Order was approved 
unanimously. The Committee on World Missions 
reported plans for a School on World Missions 
in another year and the Committee on Christian 
Education reported on plans for three Sunday 
School Institutes to be held in the Presbytery in 
November. The Every Family Plan for the Pres- 
byterian Survey was graphically presented and 
an encouraging report of progress given. The 
Presbytery accepted the invitation to meet at its 
Winter meeting in the Presbyterian Church in 
Perry, on January 28. 

—R. D. Earnest 





LOUISIANA 


Alexandria — The congregation of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Alexandria, La., was great- 
ly blessed during the last week of October by the 
ministry of the Rev. George Scotchmer, of Galves- 
ton, Texas. 


Mr. Scotchmer held a week-long series of revival 
services at the church with meetings at 7:00 a.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. daily. The morning devotionals 
and inspirational sermons at night were directed 
to Christian minds with the emphasis on enrich- 
ment and growth rather than on evangelism. Mr. 
Scotchmer’s approach was fresh and rewarding 
and the effect on the spiritual life of the congre- 
gation was pronounced. 

—Helen Derr 





New Orleans — The Claiborne Avenue Presby- 
terian Church of New Orleans, in cooperation with 
the Committee on Missions and Extension of New 
Orleans Presbytery, has established a new outpost 
Sunday School and Church. The project officially 
began on Sunday, October 20th, and is located 
on the Chef Menteur Highway, in one of the many 
new sub-divisions of New Orleans. 


A number of people in this sub-division have 
offered their homes for worship services and Sun- 
day School activities. It is expected that the new 
work will begin with about thirty families taking 
part. Surveys are now being conducted in the 
area, in connection with the launching of the new 
outpost. The work will be supervised by the ses- 
sion of the Claiborne Avenue Church. The min- 
isters of Claiborne Avenue Church, the Rev. Max 
Ecke, Jr., and the Rev. John D. Fretwell, Jr., will 
provide pastoral care. 





New Orleans — The Oak Park Presbyterian 
Church here has expanded so rapidly that it has 
become necessary not only to have two morning 
worship services, but two Sunday School sessions 
as well. 


The church program includes family night sup- 
pers each Wednesday evening. The current series 
is based on the book, “The World’s Great Re- 
ligions”. The Women of the Church will sponsor 
a panel discussion in November on “Christian 
Citizenship and World Affairs.” 
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New Orleans — A program of sacred organ 
and choral music was presented at the First Presby- 
terian Church of New Orleans on Sunday, October 
27, in memory of Henri Wehrman, organist at 
the church for 57 years, who died last year. 


Mr. Wehrman served from October 1, 1899 until 
October 7, 1956. 


Cardon V. Burnham directed the musical pro- 
gram, and Barbara Parks Burnham was organist. 

A composition by Mr. Wehrman, entitled “Praise 
Ye the Lord, Ye People”, was featured on the pro- 
gram, with Judy Woodall as the soloist. Three 
liturgical pieces by the director Mr. Burnham, were 
performed for the first time. 


Soloists, in addition to Miss Woodall, included 
Frances Norton, Carole Stafford, William Morgan, 
and Anthony Tamburello. Other composers whose 
works were included in the program were: Cleram- 
bault, Pachelbel, Bach, Le Begue, Handel, Lotti, 
Schultz, Widor, Buxtehude, and Mendelssohn. 





EAST MISSISSIPPI PRESBYTERIAL 
HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING 


The 50th annual meeting of the Women of the 
Church of East Mississippi Presbytery, which in- 
cludes 25 organizations and a total membership 
of 1,805, convened in the Ripley Presbyterian 
Church on Tuesday and Wednesday, October 
29-30. Approximately 160 people attended, in- 
cluding delegates, local presidents, and visitors. 


Guest speakers for the two-day meeting were 
Miss Gertrude Mason, principal of Agnes Erskine 
School, Recife, Brazil; Mrs. John Eakes, president 
of the Women of the Church, Synod of Mississippi; 
Dr. W. Taylor Reveley, professor of Bible and 
humanities, Southwestern, Memphis, whose mes- 
sages were based on the theme of the meeting 
“The Nature and Mission of the Church”; the Rev- 
erend Mac Turnage, Pontotoc, Presbytery’s Chair- 
man of Committee on Women’s Work; and the 
Rev. S. L. McCullouch, pastor of the host church. 


Mr. Denton Odell, Moderator of Synod’s West- 
minster Fellowship, and a student at Mississippi 
State College, discussed the Sixth Quadrennial 
Youth Convention to be held in Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, December 28-31. The offering received 
will be used to provide transportation to send 
delegates from Mississippi to the convention. 


The meeting adjourned following luncheon at 
1 p. m. Wednesday, to meet in Macon for the 
annual meeting next October. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Raleigh — Dr. Oliver C. Carmichael, former 
president of the University of Alabama and former 
president of the Carnegie Foundation for the Ad- 
vancement of Teaching, New York, N. Y., has 
been appointed by Governor Luther Hodges of 
North Carolina, to serve on North Carolina’s Board 
of Higher Education. 


Dr. Carmichael, a Presbyterian layman, is a 
brother of Dr. Patrick H. Carmichael, Dean of 
the Assembly’s Training School. 


The new member of the North Carolina board 
has lived near Asheville since his retirement at 
Alabama last year. Governor Hodges calls Dr. 
Carmichael “an outstanding scholar and educa- 
tional leader with a national and international 
reputation. I am delighted that his talents and 
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services are now available to North Carolina.” Dr. 
Carmichael will be a member of the board until 
June, 1959, succeeding E. L. White of Wilming- 
ton, who had resigned. 


Dr. Carmichael was vice-chairman and the mov- 
ing force on a commission which accounted for 
the development of the State University of New 
York, and he was elected chairman of its first 
board of trustees. 


In 1946 President Truman named Dr. Carmichael 


to serve on the President’s Commission on Higher 
Education. 
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While he headed the Carnegie Foundation for 
the Advancement of Teaching, a program of 
grants-in-aid to college professors was developed 
by the foundation. The program provided hun- 
dreds of professors, many of whom were from 
the South, with grants for research. 


Dr. Carmichael retired from the Carnegie Foun- 
dation in 1953 and returned to the University 
where he served again, until 1956. 


He has just been to New Zealand and Australia 
as a part of a study he is now making of higher 
education in the English-speaking countries. 





Raleigh — The fledgling congregation which is 
building a Presbyterian Church near Raleigh at 
Chestnut Hills in the Six Forks Road community, 
now has a pastor. 


The Rev. Frank T. Lemmon, who served one 
year in the mission field in Mexico, and served 
one pastorate in Prince George County, Va., has 
accepted the call issued by the group, and has 
already moved to Raleigh to take up his duties. 


A native of Marion, Va., he is a graduate of 
Davidson College and Union Theological Seminary. 
He is married to the former Georgia McKay Powell 
= Thomasville, Ga. The Lemmons have two chil- 

ren. 


The Raleigh Presbyterian Council has purchased 
a four and one-half acre site for the church. The 
site was originally planned for a shopping center. 


A reception for the 40 or more charter members 
was held in October at the home of Mrs. Clark. 


The church was organized by Granville Presby- 
oe October 27, and elders and deacons were 
chosen. 





Charlotte — The Rev. Dr. Cecil Thompson, pro- 
fessor of missions and evangelism at Columbia Sem- 
inary, led a series of revival services at historic 
Shiloh Presbyterian Church in Grover, N. C., Oc- 
tober 20-27. 


A well known speaker, Dr. Thompson has spoken 
in the mission fields in Puerto Rico, Brazil, the 
Belgian Congo, Portugal and Mexico. He assisted 
Billy Graham in crusades in Atlanta and New York. 





Charlotte — Sharon Presbyterian Church held 
its Third Missionary Conference October 30 - Nov. 3 
and it was one of the best. They raised more 
money for World Missions than ever before. The 
conference was addressed by Drs. Hugh Bradley, 
Bruce A. Cumming, Dr. & Mrs. Langdon Hender- 
lite and Miss Helen Armstrong. As a result of 
the conference Sharon Church experienced a real 
blessing, and are considering the taking on of 
more missionaries to support. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — James M. Oeland, former treasurer 
and executive officer of the Darlington (S. C.) 
Manufacturing Company, has been named vice 
—" in charge of development at Presbyterian 

ege. 


President Marshall W. Brown, in making the 
announcement today, said Oeland will assume his 
new duties on November 1. He succeeds as de 
velopment director Otto W. Ferrene. 


The new PC development director was voted 
“layman of the year’ in 1952 by the Presbyterian 
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Men of South Carolina. He has served as president 
of this Synod group and of the Men of Enoree 
Presbytery, as a ruling elder in three congrega- 
tions and as a deacon in three churches. 


Presentation of the Alumni Gold P Award for 
1957 to Ross Templeton of Charlotte will be one 
of the highlights of Presbyterian College Home- 
coming activities this Saturday. 


Templeton, a native of Owings, S. C., and mem- 
ber of the class of 1924 at Presbyterian College, 
has served as division manager of Field Enter- 
prises since 1935. He also is former president of 
the Charlotte Alumni Chapter. 


Presbyterian College has received another $2,000 
grant from the Esso Education Foundation, Presi- 
dent Marshall W. Brown announced recently. 


This gift is part of a total grant given to 345 
colleges and universities to assist them during the 
1957-58 academic year. It is unrestricted as to 
the manner in which it may be used. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — The library of the late Dr. Thornwell 
Jacobs, prominent educator, author and minister, 
has been presented to Presbyterian College as a 
gift from his five children. 


Dr. Marshall Brown, president of the college, re- 
cently announced the gift which includes an esti- 
mated 4,000 volumes, hundreds of pamphlets and 
personal papers of the Clinton native, who was 
founder and president of Oglethorpe University 
in Georgia. 


President Brown pointed out that among these 
volumes are approximately 1,000 stock copies of 
books published by Dr. Jacobs. The family has 
given PC the copyrights on these books, so the 
college may receive royalties accruing from them. 
He said the gross proceeds of sales will be assigned 
to a special scholarship fund. 


When Dr. Jacobs died at 79 in August, 1956, 
he still was receiving royalties on such popular 
novels as Red Lanterns on St. Michael’s, When 
for the Truth, and Drums of Doomsday. Copies 
of these books now are available for purchase 
through PC, along with The Diary of William 
Plumer Jacobs, his father’s diary, and Memora- 
bilia, sketches of Clinton by Wm. P. Jacobs. 


The five children making the gift to PC include: 
Thornwell Jacobs, Jr., Dr. John Jacobs, both of 
Atlanta; H. Fred Lesh, of California; Mrs. Olsen 
Field and Mrs. Herman Koester, Jr., both of 
Massachusetts. 


Dr. Thornwell Jacobs was the last surviving 
child of the Rev. W. P. Jacobs, who founded both 
Presbyterian College and Thornwell Orphanage 
while serving as pastor of the Clinton First Pres- 
byterian Church. 





TENNESSEE 


Memphis — An entirely new program for under- 
girding the institutions of higher education of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., will be launched 
here on November 29, with the organization of 
a “Bequest Committee” for the denomination. It 
is the first such committee organized by any 
denomination. 


_The committee, made up of 33 specialists in the 
fields of law, investment and insurance, is being 
organized under the sponsorship of the Division 
of Higher Education, Board of Christian Educa- 
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tion. Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, secretary of the Di- 
vision, is in charge of the organizational meeting. 

Dr. Blakely, in inviting the 33 laymen to mem- 
bership on the committee, states that the com- 


mittee’s program will have at least three areas of 
service: 


1. To prepare a program of advertising and 
public relations for bequests, to be carried out at 
the General Assembly level, in church papers and 
by appropriate special literature. 


2. To prepare advice and suggested program 
for encouraging bequests, to be presented to the 
individual synods for initiation of synod bequest 
programs on behalf of the educational institutions 
related to the synod. 


3. And to develop advice and suggested programs 
for individual colleges and seminaries. 


Among the Presbyterian leaders scheduled to 
meet in Memphis at the end of this month will 
be Dr. John R. Cunningham, director of the Pres- 
byterian Foundation, Inc.; and Clint Harris, sec- 
retary of the Division of Church Relations for the 
Board of Christian Education. 


Lay leaders who will be members of the Bequest 
Committee are as follows: 


Synod of Appalachia: Robert L. Maclellan, 
President, Provident Life & Accident Insurance 
Co., Chattanooga; Herbert H. Campbell, Attorney, 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


Synod of Arkansas; W. W. Campbell, Chairman, 
National Bank of Eastern Arkansas, Forest City; 
J. Gaston Williamson, Attorney, Little Rock. 


Synod of Georgia: Herbert Hughes, President, 
Cotswold Fibres, Inc., Columbus; William S. Woods, 
Executive Vice-President, Trust Company of 
Georgia, Atlanta. 


Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 

By Catherine F. Vos 
732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 
By Elsie E. Egermeier 
ree editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. “B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of “A”; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page photographic reproduction of Holy 
Land scenes. “A,” $2.95. “‘B,” $3.95. “C,” $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 

|By Charles Foster 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.35), Story Of The Bible ($2.50), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.50), and Bible Pictures ($2.25). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 


Marian’s Favorite Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
For children 3 to 8, carefully designed for this age group, 
large type, close to Bible narrative, full color pictures, all 
making a good all-around Bible Story Book for primary 
and intermediates. $1.50. 


Marian’s Big Book Of Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
Next step for children is this graded complete story book 
covering the entire Bible in faithful retelling of 226 stories. 
To protect your child from harmful stories untrue to the 
Biblical account, this book is par excellence. $3.50. 

Bible Stories For Boys And Girls 

By Theodore Engstrom 
Seventy stories from the Scripture for boys and girls 5 to 
10 years of age. Designed to lead young minds to a closer 
understanding and faith in the Word of God, this book is 
roe gy «ee for children not familiar with the Bible 
stories. -95. 
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Synod of Kentucky: J. McFerran Barr, Presi- 
dent, First National Bank, Louisville, Ky.; Don B. 
Campbell, Lebanon, Ky. 


Synod of Louisiana: Robert F. Kennon, Attor- 
pat Baton Rouge; Ashton Phelps, Attorney New 
Orleans. 


Synod of Oklahoma: Howard Tumilty, Vice- 
President, American First Title and Trust Com- 
pany, Oklahoma City. 


Synod of Tennessee: Edward LeMaster, Presi- 
dent, LeMaster Company, Inc., Memphis; T. H. 
Mitchell, president, Cumberland Securities Corp., 
Nashville. 


Synod of Texas: Tom Sealy, Attorney, Midland; 
Gordon Simpson, Attorney, Dallas; Paul Strong, 
Attorney, Houston. 


Synod of West Virginia: Bert H. Early, Attor- 
ney, Huntington, W. Va.; George Ward, Vice- 
President and Trust Officer, Charleston National 
Bank, Charleston. 


Synod of Alabama: T. M. Reinhart, Vice- 
President, Merchants National Bank, Mobile; C. W. 
Wilmore, Wilmore, Henderson & Luke Associates, 
Birmingham. 


Synod of Florida: Samuel H. Mann, Attorney, 
St. Petersburg; Allen Morris, President, Keyes 
Company, Miami. 


Synod of Missouri: J. Ford Foster, President, 
Foster Lumber Company, Kansas City; John Rae- 
burn Green, Attorney, St. Louis. 


Synod of Mississippi: Leroy B. Allen, Leland; 
Rex I. Brown, Chairman of the Board, Mississippi 
Power and Light Company, Jackson. 


Synod of North Carolina: Royall R. Brown, Dis- 
trict Agent, Northwestern Mutual, Winston-Salem; 
George Crouch, Chairman of Board, Union Na- 
tional Bank, Charlotte; Charles G. Rose, Jr., At- 
torney, Fayetteville. 


Synod of South Carolina: D. W. Robinson, At- 
torney, Columbia; Jas. H. Woodside, Insurance, 
Greenville. 


Synod of Virginia: Royal E. Cabell, Jr., At- 
ai Richmond; Robert R. MacMillan, Attorney, 
orfolk. 





Nashville — The Rev. Gary Demarest, Director 
of Christian Education for the Riverside Presby- 
terian Church, Jacksonville, Fla., and a former 
college baseball pitcher, was one of the speakers 
at a series of rallies here during a three-day sports 
jamboree the last of October. 


More than 25,000 persons attended the jamboree, 
sponsored by the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
i cooperation with the Nashville Tennessean, one 
of Nashville’s daily newspapers. 


_The speakers addressed groups at college sta- 
diums, auditoriums and high schools, and even 


In the state penitentiary before about 900 pris- 
oners. 


Mr. Demarest, speaking at a high school rally, 
urged the students to “get out of the grandstand 
and get in the great game of Christian living.” 
The greatest thrills are not those of the spec- 
tator,” he said. “The real joys come to those who 
walk hand in hand with God and serve Him.” 


Other speakers at the rallies included the Rev. 
Donn Moomaw, assistant minister of the First Pres- 
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byterian Church, Berkeley, Calif., who was twice 

All-American linebacker as a student at the Uni- 

versity of California, Los Angeles; and Alvin Dark, 

— for the St. Louis Cardinals and an active 
aptist. 





TEXAS 


Dallas — Dr. Cecil H. Lang, Executive Secre- 
tary of Dallas Presbytery, says that he was com- 
pletely speechless, yet entirely submissive, when 
the Women of the Church of Dallas Presbytery 
at their recent meeting surprised and honored 
him by bestowing upon him an Honorary Life 
Membership in the Women of the Church of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. This action came in 
the closing moments of the final meeting of that 
group held in the Fain Memorial Church at Wichita 
Falls on October 24. 


The final scene in a skit portraying the fifty- 
five year history of the Women of the Church of 
Dallas Presbytery showed the president and three 
immediate past presidents discussing various phases 
of their terms of office. They then arose, called 
Dr. and Mrs. Lang to the platform, presented 
certificates of membership and pinned upon them 
the insignia of that organization. 


169 women were present for that meeting at 
which final business was transacted. 


In a splendid program of the day, Rev. L. McD. 
Kennedy, pastor host, conducted the morning de- 
votion. Mrs. Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., spoke on “Our 
Church Today in The Far East.” Rev. Jerry M. 
Newbold, Jr., presented the work of the Children’s 
Home and Placement Center. Immediately follow- 
ing luncheon in the attractive new Fellowship Hall 
of Fain Church, the Historical Skit, prepared by 
Mrs. John F. Anderson, Jr., was presented. 
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MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAALILAAAAAS 


CHRIST AND BAHA’U’LLAH. George Town- 
shend, George Ronald, London, 8s. 6d. 


Deeply deploring the moral and spiritual deca- 
dence of present day religious life, the author 
proclaims the Bahai faith as the consummation 
of the Kingdom of God, and Baha’u’llah as Christ 
of the Second Advent. The unique deity of Christ 
is denied, as are also His miracles and Resurrec- 
tion. Baha’u’llah and his message are hailed as 
the fulfillment of all prophecy, and more exalted 
and authoritative than Christ and His teaching. 
The divisions, caused by race, color, national, 
religion, are all stigmatized the unpardonable sin; 
while the supreme desideratum is the union of 
all these discordant elements under the banner of 
the Bahai faith. Here is ecumenicity run to seed! 





GOD IN THE GARDEN. The Story of the 
BILLY GRAHAM NEW YORK CRUSADE. 
By Clarence Mitchell. Doubleday & Company, Inc. 
$2.50. (May be purchased through the office of 
the —— Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, 
N. C.) 


Those who prayed for the New York Crusade 


will find this a book of absorbing interest. Those 
who question the efficacy of mass evangelism will 


PAGE 19 





Take Action 


to help your 
Chureh school 
leaders. 


Ultimately the effectiveness of the educational 
ministry of your church rests on volunteer educa- 
tional leadership. It is in their Sunday-by-Sunday 
contact with each child, youth, or adult that 
Christian teaching and spiritual growth take place. 


It is what happens when your church school meets 
that really counts. The years of planning, the 
consecrated work of the lesson writer, the diligent 
care of the editor—all that went before are but 
preparation for the event. What is real is how 
your leaders teach, and how they meet the teach- 
ing opportunities opened up as pupils respond to 
the teaching. 


How can you help your teachers fulfill this vital 
responsibility? You help through workers’ con- 
ferences and leadership classes, to be sure. There 
is an additional way that requires no additional 
meetings, no transportation problems, no baby sit- 
ters. You can provide each leader with a leader- 
ship magazine for him to enjoy at home. 


Presbyterian Action provides for leaders articles 
of general interest in Christian Education, which 
give them a broad view of their task. Then there 
is a section each month for leaders of children, 
youth, adults, family education, men’s work, ad- 
ministration, higher education, et cetera. It is an 
indispensable tool for the educational leaders in 
your church, who are eager for more “know how” 
and seek to grow as teachers. The church that 
subscribes to Action for EVERY leader will find 
they have made an invaluable investment toward 
the Christian nurture of those it serves through the 
church school. 


Only 50c per quarter 


(in quantity with periodical order) 
TEED 6 A ORR 8 AR IRI 


Board of Christian Education 


Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 


find in it much to answer their questions. Those 
who are interested in the behind the scenes work 
which accompanies such an effort will recognize 
the careful preparation which is required. 


Most of all, those whose souls are thrilled by 
stories which tell of God’s redeeming grace in 
the hearts and lives of men and women who made 
decisions at Madison Square Garden will have their 
faith strengthened and their spirits lifted as they 
read how the Gospel is still the power of God 
unto salvation to all who believe. 


Included are a number of interesting pictures. 
This will make an ideal gift for Christmas. 


—L.N.B. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN LITURGIES. Charles W. 
Baird. Baker Book House. $3.00. 


This book gives a historical survey of the Pres- 
byterian liturgies beginning with the liturgy used 
by John Calvin in the church of Geneva. It is the 
author’s aim “to ascertain from the history and 
teachings of the Presbyterian Church what may 
be considered as proper theory of worship; and to 
compare that ideal with our prevailing practice.” 


This volume was first published under the title 
“Eutaxia, or The Presbyterian Liturgies (1855)” 
and revised and reprinted the next year under the 
title “A Chapter of Liturgies.” 


Students of church history will find this volume 
to be full of historical interest and illuminating 
insights. 





INTERPRETING REVELATION. Merrill C. 
Tenney. Eerdman’s. $3.50. 


This study is built on the thesis that the book 
of Revelation had a definite message for those 
for whom it was first written and the meaning 
which they found should be the initial clue to its 
interpretation. The result is a most gratifying and 
penetrating study of this most difficult Bible ; 
The careful outlines and helpful charts add greatly 
to a better understanding of the apocalyptic hap- 
penings and the messages of Revelation and its 
significance for today. The author refuses to set 
dates but he tells us that the passing years bring 
us constantly nearer the consummation of which 
Revelation speaks. 





CHRISTMAS SONGS AND THEIR STORIES. 
Herbert H. Wernecke. Westminster Press. $2.50. 


This volume gives us thoroughly interesting se- 
lection of facts about Christmas songs from dif- 
ferent countries and different racial backgrounds. 
Here is a book for those who enjoy Christmas music 
and like to read about how different peoples at 
different times have expressed the spirit that makes 
this day so well-loved. It will also be warmly ap- 
preciated by those who have been aware that there 
has been no other book available dealing with more 
than a half dozen or a dozen Christmas songs, their 
history, special characteristics, content or suita- 
bility for use in special ways. To one charged with 
the responsibility of Christmas programs, this vol- 
ume will be a source of pure enjoyment as well 
as one of reference and information. 
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